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SAFEGUARDING

Dear Brother Missionaries of the Sacred Heart,
Dear Members of the Chevalier family, Dear Readers,

In the last issue of our Bulletin, we introduced you to our 
Congregational Safeguarding Commission of Minors and 
Vulnerable Persons. As you have seen, this body 
is at the same time mixed, international and 
intercultural. It brings together people 
with varied skills and backgrounds in 
the fields of protection, psychology 
and canon law.
Its mission is to support our en-
tities in the establishment and 
strengthening of a true culture 
of prevention, attentive to local 
realities and the environments 
in which we live and carry out our 
mission.
It is in this spirit that the Safeguar-
ding Office organized, last May, an on-
line meeting with the Provincials and 
the Unions Leaders on the theme: “How 
to form a Safeguarding team or committee 
based on existing models within the Congregation”. 
While this initiative has fostered enriching exchanges, 
the low participation rate of the leaders of our Provinces 
and Unions who was supposed to be there leaves a fee-
ling of incompleteness and reveals a worrying reality: for 
some entities, this issue is not yet among the priorities.
However, several participants, convinced of the urgency 
of a more assertive congregational commitment, propo-
sed the creation of a formation platform for the provincial 
delegates in charge of this area. With the impetus and su-
pport of local Leaders, we can contribute together to the 
emergence of a real culture of prevention. As the saying 
goes: “Prevention is better than cure.” Let us not wait un-
til it is too late to develop safe environments and adapted 
systems through the training, awareness and empower-
ment of our members and collaborators, starting with 
families and the initial training of our young confrères.
In the same line, in June we participated in the Interna-
tional Safeguarding Conference organized by the Insti-
tute of Anthropology (IADC) of the Pontifical Gregorian 
University (Rome). Under the theme “One Commitment, 
Many contexts: Safeguarding Across Cultures”, this mee-

ting highlighted the essential role of the cultural dimen-
sion in any prevention and support approach.
The various interventions stressed that culture is a fun-
damental component of human identity. It profoundly 
influences values, behaviours, social relationships and 
the way in which people’s vulnerability and safety are 
perceived. Because it shapes our understanding of res-
ponsibility, authority, harm and care for the most vulne-
rable, any policy in this area must be based on real cultu-
ral competence. No effective approach can be based on 
one-size-fits-all approaches or one-size-fits-all solutions; 
on the contrary, it requires a detailed understanding of 
local realities, beliefs, traditions and lived experiences.
This vision is based on cultural humility, active liste-
ning and recognition of the knowledge present within 

the communities. It calls for collaboration with re-
cognized local leaders and “cultural interpre-

ters,” for the use of accessible language 
over technical or legal vocabulary, and 

for the participation of all segments 
of society. The objective is to set up 
mechanisms that are understood, 
accepted and supported by the 
communities themselves.
The speakers also recalled that 
commitment in this area must 
be both personal and collective. 

Respect for cultures and traditions 
cannot be dissociated from the un-

conditional protection of human dig-
nity. While practices must be adapted to 

local realities to remain relevant and effec-
tive, culture should never be used as a pretext 

for abuse, exploitation or any other form of violence.
It was also stressed that the creation of safe spaces re-
lies on trust, the removal of barriers to reporting – whe-
ther physical, social or cultural – as well as the ability to 
approach sensitive or taboo topics with discernment. Ins-
titutions, and more particularly religious communities, 
are called to be places of refuge, healing and accompa-
niment, where victims are welcomed with respect, liste-
ning and compassion.
Ultimately, sustainable action is based on co-construction 
with communities, valuing diversity, respectful communi-
cation and the ability to understand differences before ma-
king judgments. Cultural plurality is not an obstacle; It can 
become a valuable resource for strengthening prevention, 
vigilance and attention to the most vulnerable.
It is from this perspective of cultural sensitivity that we 
orient our activities. May our initiatives, both at the local 
and congregational levels, contribute to the growth of an 
authentic culture of protection at the service of the dig-
nity and security of all.

Didier Mbela Bongoy, MSC. UAF 
(Safeguarding Desk Coordinator)

Safeguarding 
and Cultural 
Sensitivity
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The devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus has accompa-
nied the Christian tradition for centuries, nourishing the 
faith of countless believers. Yet devotion, while life-sus-
taining for many, does not in itself exhaust the meaning 
of the Heart of Jesus. Over time, and especially in respon-
se to cultural and theological shifts, the Church has been 
invited to move from devotion alone toward what is now 
more accurately named Spirituality of the Heart—a com-
prehensive way of living the Christian life from its dee-
pest centre.
This evolution is not a rejection of devotion, but its ma-
turation.

The Biblical Heart: More Than Emotion
Any authentic understanding of the Sacred Heart must 
begin with Scripture. In biblical anthropology, the heart 
is not a sentimental organ, nor merely the seat of feelings. 
The Hebrew lev refers to the core of the person—the pla-
ce of thought, desire, moral decision, memory, and re-
lationship with God. Scripture speaks of the heart over 
nine hundred times, consistently locating faith and fide-
lity not in external observance, but in interior orientation. 
When Jesus speaks of being “gentle and humble of heart” 
(Mt 11:29), he is not describing an emotional style, but re-
vealing the way God relates to humanity. His heart is the 
place where divine love and human vulnerability meet. 

From the beginning, then, the Heart of Jesus belongs not 
to the margins of faith, but to its centre.

Early Devotion: A Contemplative Intuition
The earliest Christian references to the Heart of Christ 
emerge not as popular devotions, but as theological and 
mystical insights. Church Fathers such as Justin Martyr 
and Irenaeus spoke of the Church being born from the 
Heart of Christ, seeing in the pierced side of Jesus the 
wellspring of sacramental life and communion 
Throughout the Middle Ages, mystics such as Bernard of 
Clairvaux, Bonaventure, Gertrude of Helfta, and Mech-
tilde of Magdeburg deepened this intuition. Their focus 
was not primarily on practices, but on interior transfor-
mation—the exchange of hearts, the learning of divine 
compassion, the listening to the heartbeat of God. Devo-
tion, at this stage, functioned as contemplative theology 
lived through symbol and experience.

The Rise of Popular Devotion
From the seventeenth century onward, particularly 
through the influence of Margaret Mary Alacoque, devo-
tion to the Sacred Heart took on a more popular and or-
ganised form. This development occurred within a speci-
fic historical context marked by social instability, religious 
insecurity, and widespread suffering.

SPIRITUALITY

From Devotion to Spirituality (&II)
The Evolution of the Sacred Heart
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Here, devotion served a vital role. It offered consolation, 
reassurance, and a tangible expression of God’s love in 
a world experienced as harsh and punitive. As Diarmuid 
O’Murchu notes, for millions of people, such devotion has 
been—and continues to be—a source of survival and hope 
Yet this very strength also revealed a limitation. When de-
votion becomes primarily consolatory, it risks remaining 
interior and individual, offering comfort without neces-
sarily engaging the structural and systemic causes of su-
ffering.

The Critical Distinction: Devotion and Spirituality
A decisive theological clarification emerged in the twen-
tieth century, particularly within the MSC tradition. Figu-
res such as Eugene Cuskelly MSC articulated a distinction 
that proved crucial: the difference between devotion to 
the Heart of Jesus and Spirituality of the Heart.
Ottavio De Bertolis SJ expresses this clearly: devotion can 
be beautiful, but optional; spirituality, by contrast, is in-
dispensable because it shapes how the whole of Chris-
tian life is lived 
Spirituality functions as a lens—a way of seeing, inter-
preting, and responding to reality. It integrates worship, 
theology, and daily life into a coherent whole.
From this perspective, the Heart of Jesus is not an “extra” 
added to Christianity. It becomes the key through which 
the entire mystery of Christ is understood and lived.

Jules Chevalier and the Emergence  
of Mature Discipleship
This maturation found concrete expression in the vision 
of Jules Chevalier, who lived amid the political, social, 
and ecclesial upheavals of nineteenth-century France. 
Chevalier did not simply promote devotion; he proposed 
a way of life shaped by the Heart of Jesus.
As Angel García-Zamorano MSC shows, Chevalier unders-
tood the Heart of Jesus as a response to the fragmenta-
tion of modernity—a society marked by revolution, indus-
trialisation, and the erosion of communal bonds 
For Chevalier, the Heart symbolised God’s unwavering 
compassion in a wounded world, but also called belie-
vers to embody that compassion socially, politically, and 
pastorally.
This is where devotion evolves into spirituality. The ques-
tion shifts from How do I honour the Heart of Jesus? to How 
does the Heart of Jesus shape how I live, relate, and act?

From Consolation to Transformation
This shift carries significant theological consequences. 
As O’Murchu observes in his reflection on Dilexit Nos, de-
votion focused solely on consolation can unintentionally 
reinforce passivity or dependency, especially if it remains 
detached from justice, liberation, and mutual empower-
ment Spirituality of the Heart, by contrast, is inherently re-
lational and outward-moving. It begins with God’s uncon-

ditional love but does not end there. It asks how that love 
is to be embodied in concrete historical situations mar-
ked by inequality, exclusion, and ecological degradation.

A Spirituality Without Borders
This outward movement is captured powerfully in the 
language of Spirituality without Borders. The Heart of 
Jesus reveals a God whose love refuses exclusion—cros-
sing religious, cultural, social, and psychological bounda-
ries. Such a spirituality cannot remain confined to private 
devotion. It seeks expression in shared humanity, colla-
boration with the laity, and engagement with the suffe-
ring of the world 
Here the Sacred Heart becomes a missionary and syno-
dal spirituality, forming communities capable of compas-
sion, dialogue, and courageous presence in heartless si-
tuations.

Fulfilment, Not Abandonment
The evolution from devotion to spirituality does not ask 
believers to abandon cherished practices. Rather, it in-
vites them to situate those practices within a wider ho-
rizon. Devotion remains meaningful when it opens the 
heart; spirituality begins when that opened heart resha-
pes how one lives.
In this sense, the Spirituality of the Heart represents the 
adult maturation of a tradition that has always pointed 
beyond itself. It calls believers not only to rest in the Heart 
of Christ, but to allow that Heart to beat within their own 
lives—for the sake of the world. 

Chris Chaplin, MSC. Australian Province

SPIRITUALITY
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ONGOING FORMATION

On 8 June 2026, sixteen participants in the English-lan-
guage Training in the Practice of Group Facilitation pre-
sented their testimonies and received certificates during 
an online graduation ceremony.
The graduates joined from the Philippines, Indonesia, 
Senegal, Cameroon, the United Kingdom, Rome, Nami-
bia, Vietnam, South Korea, Japan, Australia and other re-
gions. Community members and friends also attended to 
support and celebrate with them.
The ceremony opened with the song “Moving Forward 
with the Spirit”. Each graduate was then invited by the tra-
iners to offer a three-minute personal testimony. They re-
flected on what had surprised them most about themsel-
ves during the fourteen-week training, their key learnings 
and their hopes for the future as facilitators.
Across the testimonies, several common themes emer-
ged. Participants spoke of overcoming initial fears and 

doubts, growing in confidence and self-awareness, and 
recognising the importance of deep listening, reflection 
and self-evaluation. They described facilitation not sim-
ply as a set of techniques, but as a way of being present, 
patient and connected with others.
Some emphasised empathy, cultural sensitivity and the 
creation of safe and inclusive spaces in which people can 
speak freely. Others reflected on learning to face their 
own vulnerabilities, recognise assumptions and welcome 
diverse perspectives. Several connected these insights 
with the spirituality of accompaniment and with their 
mission in religious life, parish ministry, safeguarding and 
community leadership.  Many recognised the significan-
ce that Spirituality of the Heart has in shaping what we 
do as facilitators.
One participant described discovering a natural capaci-
ty to connect with people through movement and pre-

Graduation Ceremony 
for Training in the Practice 
of Group Facilitation
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sence, while another spoke of moving from a focus on in-
dividual performance towards interconnectedness and 
communal wisdom. Facilitation was described as a for-
mation of the heart, rooted in spirituality and expressed 
through service.
A reflection on Mount Carmel and the meaning of Carmel 
as “garden” became a metaphor for spiritual life. It highli-
ghted that presence precedes technique, that silence can 
be sacred work and that facilitators are themselves part 
of the systems in which they work.
The graduates expressed a desire to continue developing 
their skills and to use them in service of their communi-
ties. Among their hopes were supporting brothers and sis-
ters in ministry, contributing to future training program-
mes and one day offering the programme in French for 
French-speaking members in Africa.
Each graduate acknowledged the significance of the lear-
ning journey and encouraged the others to apply what 
they had learned. Their testimonies conveyed gratitude 
for the programme and for its impact on their personal, 
spiritual and professional growth.
All participants lit candles to honour their learning and 
their new roles as facilitators. After each testimony, the 
group held the speaker in silence as a gesture of recogni-
tion and support.
The trainers then addressed the graduates. They reflec-
ted on their own experience of accompanying the group 
and expressed gratitude for the opportunity. They stres-

sed that learning is a lifelong process and that listening 
lies at the heart of good facilitation. They also recognised 
the commitment of the participants, who completed the 
programme despite demanding schedules, and expres-
sed the hope that the training would be translated into 
additional languages and made available to more people.
The trainers — Marife Mendoza, Carol Dyer, Gene Pejo 
and Chris Chaplin — presented certificates to each gra-
duate, confirming they had met the requirements and 
standards of the training. Formal certificates are to be 
sent to the graduates by post or through other appro-
priate means.
Congratulations to the 2026 graduates: Lloyd Mendoza, 
Didier Mbela Bongoy, Tiến Minh Nguyen, Faustina Choi, 
Bram Tulusan, Clement Obiorah, Doreen Hendricks, Mar-
garet Bob, Glacidalva Iolanda dos Santos, La Edi Theo-
dorus, Maria Monica Kaha, Joni Astanto, Alexander Eze-
chukwu, Carol Sompotan, Clotilde Ngom and Georges 
Diabone.
The ceremony concluded with a blessing offered by the 
trainers over the group, followed by the song “Woman of 
the Sacred Heart”. Afterwards, participants continued the 
celebration with their local communities and friends, as 
well as online, sharing congratulations and virtual drinks 
before saying goodbye.  A video recording of the cere-
mony was made available to participants. 
Thank you to all who have been involved in the 2026 Training. 

Chris Chaplin, MSC. Australian Province
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What I would like to share on this occasion is the fruit of 
my reflection on an experience I had while participating 
in a facilitation course offered through the Ongoing For-
mation Commission. It is a reflection on the very core of 
our life: the Spirituality of the Heart.
During one of the sessions, I was deeply moved when I 
read that the Spirituality of the Heart can be understood 
as a form of spirituality that is “process oriented.” It is a 
spirituality that views Christian life as a continuous jour-
ney of transformation rather than merely a system of be-
liefs or a set of rigid rules. At its heart lies the conviction 
that renewal begins within the human heart, where God’s 
love is encountered, received, and allowed to shape one’s 
entire being.
This process of transformation unfolds through four in-
terconnected movements (Four movements of the Spi-
rituality of The Heart): Encounter, Intimacy, Conversion, 
Mission. First, there is an encounter with God’s uncondi-
tional love through everyday experiences, relationships, 
suffering, beauty, and prayer. These moments awaken us 
to God’s presence, who has, in fact, been at work in our li-
ves all along. This encounter gradually develops into Inti-
macy, where a person grows in self-awareness and in re-
lationship with God. Through this intimacy, individuals 

begin to recognize their true identity as persons loved by 
God and created in His image.
From this intimacy emerges Conversion, or transforma-
tion. This is not merely a matter of moral improvement 
but an ongoing change of heart. Old attitudes, fears, 
and self-centered tendencies are gradually replaced 
by compassion, openness, humility, and greater free-
dom. For this reason, the Spirituality of the Heart un-
derstands conversion not as a single event but as a life-
long process.
Ultimately, a transformed heart naturally flows into Mis-
sion. Mission is understood not simply as an activity or 
a task, but as the visible expression of a heart shaped 
by the love of Christ. A person becomes more capable 
of showing kindness, accompanying others, acting with 
compassion, and serving those around them, especially 
those who are marginalized in society.
I have come to believe more deeply that the Spirituali-
ty of the Heart is truly a process-oriented spirituality be-
cause it continually invites people into deeper encoun-
ter, greater intimacy, ongoing conversion, and renewed 
mission. It is a lifelong and dynamic journey of living ever 
more fully within the Heart of Christ.

Bram Tulusan, MSC. Indonesian Province

Spirituality 
of the Heart 
as a Process-
Oriented 
Spirituality
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The MSC Initial Formation Commission held a meeting 
at the Generalate House in Rome from 8 to 12 June 2026. 
The meeting was attended by the members of the com-
mission: Humberto Henrique, Javier Barrio, Bram Tulu-
san, Juan Corona, Everton, Yongky Wawo, Simon Lumpi-
ni and Krish Mathavan.
The meeting began with a shared reflection on the Em-
maus journey, which serves as the primary inspiration for 
the formation process within the Congregation. Through 
personal reflection, group sharing and community dialo-
gue, participants were invited to reconsider how the Ri-
sen Christ continues to walk alongside His disciples and 
is present in the formation journey of every MSC mem-

ber. This experience formed the spiritual foundation for 
all discussions throughout the meeting.
One of the main focuses was an in-depth study of the do-
cument Emmaus: Formation of the Heart. The members 
of the commission examined the various recommenda-
tions contained in the document and discussed their im-
plications for initial formation within the diverse cultural 
contexts of the Congregation. Special attention was gi-
ven to how formation can better help formands to grow 
through the four movements of the heart: encounter, in-
timacy, conversion and mission.
In addition, the commission reflected on formulating the 
group’s identity and determining the program and areas 
of focus for the next two years. These discussions aimed 
to clarify the commission’s role in supporting formators 
and ensuring that initial formation remains faithful to the 
MSC charism whilst remaining relevant to the challenges 
of our times.
During the meeting, participants also heard input from 
the General Superior, the Congregation’s Commission for 
Ongoing Formation, and the Safeguarding Office. The va-
rious perspectives shared helped to strengthen collabo-
ration between commissions and enrich the vision of in-
tegral formation for the entire Congregation.
The meeting concluded with a celebration of the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus together with the Generalate 
community. This celebration was a moment of thanksgi-
ving and a reaffirmation of the MSC’s call to form hearts 
that are ever more like the Heart of Christ and ready to be 
sent forth on the Church’s mission.

Bram Tulusan, MSC. Indonesian Province

INITIAL FORMATION

Meeting of the MSC Initial 
Formation Commission
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Dear Father Provincial,
Receive a cordial greeting, trusting in the Lord that you 
are well.
The purpose of this letter is to inform you about the com-
plex current situation we are experiencing in Venezuela, 
particularly in Caracas and La Guaira. We want to report 
that it has been a weekend of intense work. Our parish 
headquarters has become a collection center and, thanks 
to God and to the men and women of faith and good-
will who trust the parish and the Missionaries of the Sa-
cred Heart, we have received numerous donations. As 
you know, we do not have our own MSC resources, so all 
this work is being sustained thanks to the immense ge-
nerosity of the people. Along with this letter, I will send 
you some images of what has been collected, although 
it is worth noting that a large part of these supplies has 
already been distributed to the different centers. Hand 
in hand with the laity of the Chevalier family, we are visi-
ting different spaces where refugees are located, such as 
sports courts and public parks. Yesterday we managed to 
assist 117 families and 40 children, delivering medicines, 
diapers for adults and children, toys, candies, non-peri-
shable food, and other basic necessities, providing them, 
above all, with our accompaniment and listening. For this 
afternoon, we have scheduled a visit to a place that shel-

Helping people 
who have less than nothing
Br. Deiby’s full letter to Fr. Joe, dated Monday, June 29th.
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ters 500 people (including 100 adults and 180 children) to 
assess their urgent needs, listen to them, and see how we 
can continue to help. Thanks to the valuable support of 
the laity, we are carrying out this work. Father Juan Jen-
nings is 100% dedicated to sacramental care, while my-
self, as a religious brother, am fully committed to coordi-
nating the social area.
On the other hand, we inform you that the airport infras-
tructure is completely out of service due to severe dama-
ge, a situation that will remain until further notice. Both 
domestic and international commercial flights are sus-
pended, which greatly hinders the transport of supplies 
and aid by air. Currently, the runway only operates for 
strictly humanitarian flights coordinated Page 1by the 
government with other countries. Added to this logistical 
situation is a strong structural alert, as frequent seismic 
movements are being registered in the area. Yesterday a 
5.5 earthquake was felt, and this morning, at 7:00 a.m., 
another 5.1 magnitude one was registered. Due to this, at 
8:00 a.m. today, we received a visit from two trusted bric-
klayers from the parish to assess the damage. They ins-
pected the existing fissures and cracks in the areas you 
already know (the temple entrance, the sacristy, the ora-
tory, the small hall, the multi-purpose hall, and the offi-

ces). Although initially these are small and shallow fissu-
res and cracks, the specialists suggest and recommend 
taking action as soon as possible, since the continuity of 
the earthquakes could deepen the damage and genera-
te a major structural problem.
With a view to coordinating the Church’s actions in the 
face of this panorama, tomorrow, Tuesday, we will attend 
a meeting called by the Archbishop of Caracas, which will 
include the participation of pastors, vicars, male and fe-
male religious, and brothers who provide service in the 
communities. The objective is to listen to the diocesan 
guidelines and together design strategies for the coming 
weeks and months. We are preparing well in advance for 
the imminent shortage and lack of supplies ahead, see-
king the best ways to respond effectively to the needs of 
our people and our refugee brothers and sisters.
Despite the adversities and risks, we remain firm in the 
mission, trusting in providence and in the solidarity of our 
community. We thank you in advance for your constant 
guidance and your prayers for us, for our infrastructure, 
and for our people. We remain entirely at your disposal.
Cordially and fraternally in the Heart of Jesus,

Deiby Fuenmayor, MSC. Venezuelan Province
Holy Cross Parish / Missionaries of the Sacred Heart

The member of The Chevalier Family gathered at St Jo-
seph’s Parish, Passo, Ambon, Indonesia on April 18, 2026. 
The main agenda was a retreat led by Celcius Mayabubun 
MSC on the theme “Rooted in the Heart of Jesus and bea-
ring fruit” participants were invinted to reflect on a life 
rooted in Christ, united with the Heart of Jesus, and bea-
ring fruit through prayer and solidarity with others. 

Gathering of 
the Chevalier Family 
in Ambon
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Fraternity and Housing
The 2026 Fraternity Campaign was organized by the Na-
tional Conference of Bishops of Brazil (CNBB). As in every 
year, it aims to lead the Church in Brazil toward a broader 
and deeper socio-economic-political-religious reflection, 
guided by the Gospel. This year’s campaign aimed to rai-
se society’s awareness of the right to decent housing and 
care for vulnerable populations. Its theme is “Fraternity 
and Housing,” and its motto is “He came to dwell among 
us” (Jn 1:14).
In this spirit, after spending the Lenten season reflecting 
on this issue in all the parishes of the Diocese of Registro, 
our Bishop, Dom Manoel, M.Sc., suggested that we take 

concrete action by helping one or more families from our 
parishes who are in precarious housing situations—or 
who do not even have a home to live in. The Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Parish in Barra do Turvo, São Paulo—motivated 
and encouraged by the parish priest, Father Aloir Salla, 
MSC, and the vicar, Father Robson Pires, MSC—launched 
a raffle to raise funds, purchase building materials, and 
thus help a family that has nowhere to live. In April, after 
Easter, construction began, thanks to the willingness of 
some parishioners to volunteer their time.
In this way, with more than just reflection, or than just 
words, we bear witness to the Kingdom through our ac-
tions, always in support of our brothers and sisters - espe-
cially the less fortunate - whom Jesus holds dear. 

Robson a Silva Pires, MSC. Curitiba Province
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In 2021, Br. James Miller, MSC, began a Mission outreach 
program for those in poor countries that need fresh wa-
ter for drinking and sanitation. Brs. Hung Ngyuen, MSC, 
Warren Perrotto, MSC, MSC Lay members (LMSC), and 
lay persons joined Br. Jim to form a team for Water4Li-
fe projects.  
Rooted in the Sacred Heart spirituality of Fr. Jules Cheva-
lier, the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart and the Missio-
naries of the Sacred Heart Sisters, along with lay partners 
reach out to the most vulnerable members of society, 
particularly in regions where the MSCs serve in missions. 
(Mission Statement)
Together, by reading the signs of the times, together we 
discern the will of God who calls us to new forms of servi-
ce, locally and globally, so that the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
be known and loved everywhere. We install water wells 
and filtration systems in different country’s communities. 

Likewise, water purification kits are distributed to areas 
affected by natural disasters. Today, we revived our pro-
gram in 2005.
Although our membership within our religious order is ge-
tting older, we still want to make a difference in our world 
that is so much in need. Although we held our last big fun-
draising event in October of 2022, we have continued to 
assist a few projects: one in Senegal, Africa for a water well 
pump and tank; one in Vietnam for a clean water system 
and a large septic tank system for a school in the Domi-
nican Republic. These were funded from the excess do-
nations that we received back in 2022 plus other dona-
tions that we were able to ask for in the intervening years. 
If you wish to contact us, please email or phone to Br. 
Warren Perrotto, MSC at wperr7777@gmail.com or  
WhatsApp, +1 (630) 337-2371.
Water4Life team: Br. Hung Nguyen, Br. Jim Miller, MSC, Br. 
Warren Perrotto, MSC, Sr. Lisa Valentini, MSC, Toni Trigia-
ni, Louri Vale, Theresa Park.

Warren Perrotto, MSC. USA Province

Mission Office USA

On Friday June 12, 2026, the Feast of the Sacred Heart, 
we gathered in Borgerhout with as many as 30 members 
of the Chevalier Family. The Eucharistic celebration was 
presided over by Father Bart Devos, and afterwards the-

re was a pleasant aperitif and lunch, a generous oppor-
tunity to meet again in a festive atmosphere after the 
winter. 

André Claessens, MSC. MSC Belgium

The Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
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Celebration of the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
at the MSC Generalate in Rome

The Feast of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart

On 12 June 2026, the entire family of the Missionaries of 
the Sacred Heart (MSC) celebrated the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus with great joy at the MSC Generalate Hou-
se in Rome. This celebration was a special occasion to re-
new the commitment to life and mission rooted in the spi-
rituality of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the source of love 
that inspires and drives the Church’s mission.
The celebration began with a Mass presided by the Supe-
rior General of the MSC, Mario Abzalón Alvarado MSC. In his 
homily, he encouraged everyone to be aware of what he 
termed ‘artificial hearts’ and ‘artificial spirituality’ – ways 
of life that may remain active and productive, yet have lost 
their centre: love. In his view, the essence of Christian life 
is not merely efficiency or success, but the love that flows 
from the Heart of Christ. He emphasised that the mission 
of the Church and the MSC is to help humanity remain truly 

human by journeying from the head to the Heart of Christ, 
where love, compassion and mercy find their source.
This Eucharistic celebration was also celebrated with 
thanksgiving for the 25 years of religious life of Darwin Ta-
theus MSC and Richard Suresh MSC. This jubilee provided 
an opportunity to reflect on God’s faithfulness, which has 
continually accompanied their vocational journey, and 
to serve as an inspiration for other members of the MSC.
Following the Eucharistic celebration, the gathering con-
tinued with a reception attended by members of the com-
munity, friends and invited guests, including the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Indonesia to the Holy See. An 
atmosphere of communion and joy characterised the ga-
thering, strengthening the bonds of brotherhood in the 
spirit of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Bram Tulusan, MSC. Indonesian Province

The Sanctuary of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart in Rome. 
The Feast of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart was celebrated 
on 30 May 2026 at the Santuario di Nostra Signora del Sa-
cro Cuore, Rome, and was attended by the Chevalier fa-
mily and other guests. The celebration began with a Mass 
presided over by Bishop Fernando Panico MSC, assisted 
by the Superior General and several other priests. In an 
atmosphere of prayer and fraternity, the faithful were in-
vited to follow the example of the Blessed Virgin Mary as 
the mother of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, who constantly 
guides the faithful towards the love of Christ. Following 
the Mass, all participants continued their celebrations in 
a reception held at the MSC community in Piazza Navona.

Bram Tulusan, MSC. Indonesian Province
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EVERYWHERE

Presbyteral Ordination

The MSC Communication Network Meeting

Last April 30, 2026, Four MSC’s were ordained to the order 
of Presbyters by the Archbishop of Cebu - His Most Rev. 
Albert UY, DD. The ordination was held at Nuestra Señora 
De Regla Parish National Shrine. In the photos, from left 
to right, the newly-ordained MSC’s were Rev. Fr. Primiti-
vo Danao, Jr., MSC, Rev. Fr. John Erwin Reyes, MSC, Rev. 
Fr. Diomuel Carpenteros, MSC, and Rev. Fr. Franz Kim Pe-
lare, MSC.

The 2nd Provincial Meeting of MSC Communicators took 
place in São Paulo from 24 to 26 April, with the theme: 
“Communicating from the Heart: A Communication Po-
licy in the Service of the MSC Mission”. The meeting was 
attended by representatives from PASCOM (Pastoral Com-
munication) from MSC schools and parishes in São Pau-
lo (both the capital and the interior, including Itapetinin-
ga, Campinas, Bauru and Pirassununga), Minas Gerais, 
Ceará and Maranhão, as well as from the MSC Province 
of Curitiba.
The aim of the meeting was to provide clarification on 
the MSC Communication Policy, a document that will gui-
de how PASCOM representatives involved with the MSC 
should proceed so that activities in the field of commu-
nication are aligned with the Congregation’s identity and 
values.
During the training session, Professor Ricardo Alvarenga, 
who holds a PhD in Social Communication, presented a 
detailed overview of the entire Communications Policy, 
which was developed in collaboration with the network 
of communicators over recent years and approved by the 
Assembly of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of the 
Province of São Paulo; he also proposed practical activi-
ties for the participants.
The event concluded on the 26th at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart in Vila Formosa, with Holy Mass 
presided over by Father Lucemir Alves Ribeiro, MSC, who 
was also present at the event.

Juliana Fontanari, journalist, member of PASCOM 
Brazil and the MSC Network of Communicators
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Premiere of the film about Fr Emiliano Tardif, MSC
person can find light and strength to face life’s most diffi-
cult moments. In this way, it is also possible to overcome 
one’s own inner closed-offness and open up to others, to 
love and to healing.
The film’s central narrative revolves around the life of Yira 
Sandoval, a young and popular ‘influencer’ who is cons-
tantly seeking fame on social media. Having drifted away 
from her faith and facing a strained family situation, her 
world is turned upside down by her younger sister’s in-
curable illness. In the midst of her anguish, Yira discovers 
Fr Emiliano Tardif.
The film was released in Spain, coincidentally, on 8 May, 
as if it were a call to the mass healing celebrations held 
by Fr Emiliano Tardif on the 8th of each month.

Javier Trapero. Spain

EVERYWHERE

“Day Eight: The Breath of the Spirit” is the title of the 
film that tells the true story of Fr Emiliano Tardif, MSC. 
A Canadian who carried out his missionary work in the 
Dominican Republic before becoming an iconic figure 
in the Catholic Church worldwide. Known for his cha-
rismatic charisma and miraculous deeds, Tardif would 
hold mass healing services on the 8th of every month, 
from which the film takes its title. Today, his legacy li-
ves on as the Holy See moves forward with his beatifi-
cation process following his declaration as a Servant 
of God.
The plot, inspired by real events, explores themes of fa-
mily resilience, hope and redemption. Ultimately, the film 
conveys a message of faith and hope amidst suffering and 
hardship. Through an encounter with the living God, each 
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NECROLOGIUM (Deceased members from April-June 2026)
Name Province Date Place
Eamonn DONOHUE Ireland 09.04.2026 Galway, Ireland

Jan Jetse BOL Nederland 18.04.2026 Tilburg, Nederland

Jim Littleton Australia 06.05.2026 Douglas Park, Australia

Jakob Förg South Germany & Austria 09.05.2026 Austria

Archimedes TAPANG Philippines 11.06.2026 Philippines

Johanis Nangkoda Salaki Indonesia 17.06.2026 Kakaskasen, Indonesia

PROFESSIONS AND ORDINATIONS* (April-June 2026)

 PERPETUAL VOWS
Name Entity Date
Willy MAGBELA ITELE, Guy KODORO NZANGA,  
SUKAMA POLA Robert, ATANGANA Dieudonné Espoir,  
ABOLO ATANGANA Junior Boris, TIA MELI Guillaume Boris, 
BOLIMIALIMIA IKONGE Emmanuel 

UAF 21.04.2026

Edwin Fredrick, Pothuraju Raju,  
Jaswin Dehan Praveen & Vijay Kumar

India 19.05.2026

Kien Trung PHAN Australia 29.06.2026
	

 PRIESTHOOD AND DEACON ORDINATION
Name Entity Date
Bwebwentetaake KOUEN (P) Pacific Islands 23.04.2026

Erick Bryan de MATTOS (D) São Paulo (Brazil) 27.04.2026

Nicolás Castrillo TZUNUX (P) Central America & Mexico 27.04.2026

Edgar Anibal CORDERO ORDOÑEZ (P) Central America & Mexico 11.05.2026

Diego Omar ZAMBRANO CHAVARRÍA (P) Curitiba (Brazil) 11.05.2026

Petrus Eki LEHALIMA, Yohanes ESSEREY,  
Belly Yoakhim RESUBUN, Theofilus MANUNWEMBUN (P)

Indonesia 26.05.2026

Meibivis Xaverius ROTIKAN, Joseph Kanar THETHOOL,  
Mario Mikael MENGKO, Basilio Bryan de Mang NUKAK, 
Ekanisius DEDIANTO, Eusebius Vercelli So’o KOWE,  
Fransiskus Mario CHARLOS, Jeffrey CLAUDIUS (D) 

Indonesia 26.05.2026

	

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
Via Asmara 11, 00199, Roma, Italy.
communications@msc-chevalier.org

English Correction: Roy O’Neill, MSCw
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* Approvals of applications
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