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SPIRITUALITY

Remembering the Heart (1)

The Historical Emergence of the Spirituality of the Heart

The Spirituality of the Heart of Jesus did not emerge as
asentimental or decorative element within Christian fai-
th. Historically, it arose as a response to moments of frag-
mentation—times when faith risked becoming abstract,
moralistic, or disconnected from lived human experience.
To understand this spirituality historically is not to trace
asingle linear development, but to recognise a recurring
retrieval of depth, whenever the centre of the human per-
son was in danger of being forgotten.

Again and again, the Church has been drawn back to the
Heart of Christ—not as a novelty, but as a remembrance
of what is essential.

The Heart in Biblical Anthropology

In the biblical imagination, the heart is never a meta-
phor for emotion alone. It names the centre of the per-
son: the place where memory, desire, conscience, deci-
sion, and relationship converge. When Scripture speaks
of a “hardened heart” or a “new heart,” it is not descri-
bing feelings, but orientation. The heart is where life is
directed from.

This anthropology is decisive. Faith is not first a matter of
external observance or intellectual assent, but of where
one’s lifeis rooted and from whereiitis lived. The prophets
repeatedly call Israel back to the heart, insisting that co-
venant is betrayed not primarily through ritual failure,
but through hardened perception and distorted desire.

Jesus’ own ministry consistently appeals to this depth.
He does not merely correct behaviour; he addresses what
moves people from within. His compassion for the crowd,
his anger at hypocrisy, his grief over Jerusalem, and his fi-
delity unto death all reveal a God who engages humani-
ty not from distance, but from interior closeness. Chris-
tianity, from the beginning, is born not from an idea, but
from encounter with a living heart.

Early Christian Continuity: The Heart as Source

The earliest Christian tradition preserved this integrated
vision. Conversion was understood as a turning of the
heart—a reorientation of one’s whole life toward God re-
vealed in Christ. Faith was embodied, communal, and
relational.

Patristic writers spoke of the Heart of Christ not in devotio-
nal language, but in sacramental and ecclesial terms. The
piercing of Jesus’ side in John’s Gospel was interpreted as
the moment from which the Church was born. Water and
blood flowing from the Heart symbolised life given, rela-
tionship restored, and communion made possible.

Here, the Heart of Christ functioned as source rather than
object. It named the place from which divine life flowed
into the world. There was no separation between theo-
logy and spirituality, no division between doctrine and li-
ved experience. To know Christ was to be drawn into his
way of loving.

Yet even in this early period, tensions began to emerge.
As Christianity became more structured and intellectua-
lly systematised, the language of the heart remained, but
its experiential grounding gradually weakened. Faith ris-
ked becoming something one adhered to rather than so-
mething one lived from. At precisely these moments, the
Heart returns.

Medieval Deepening: Entering the Interior Life of Christ
In the medieval period, reflection on the humanity of
Christ deepened significantly. Theologians and mystics
alike began to dwell more explicitly on the inner life of Je-
sus. Thiswas not a retreat into sentimentality, but a pro-
found theological intuition: to know God, one must en-
ter the humanity of Christ.

Mystics such as Bernard of Clairvaux, Bonaventure, Ger-
trude of Helfta, and Mechthild of Magdeburg contempla-
ted the wounded Christ not as an object of pity, but as re-
velation. The pierced side of Jesus became an opening
into God’s interior life. To rest one’s head on the Heart of
Christ was to learn how God loves.
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This period marks a decisive shift. The Heart of Christ be-
gins to be experienced not only as source, but as place of
encounter. Love, suffering, and union are held together
without reduction. The Heart reveals a God who is neither
distant nor overpowering, but vulnerable and faithful.
Importantly, this was still not a popular devotionin the la-
tersense. It was contemplative theology expressed throu-
gh affective language—an attempt to safeguard depthin
a world where faith was increasingly mediated by struc-
tures and systems.

Early Modern Devotion: A Cultural Response

The explicit devotion to the Sacred Heart developed most
clearly in the early modern period, when Western cultu-
re increasingly privileged reason, control, and mastery.
Emerging scientific rationality, political upheaval, and
ecclesial defensiveness combined to produce a faith that
risked becoming juridical and moralistic.

Against this backdrop, the Heart of Christ re-emerged as
a counter-symbol. Devotion to the Sacred Heart proclai-
med that God is not encountered primarily through con-
trol, law, or fear, but through love. For countless believers
living amid instability, violence, and suffering, this devo-
tion provided consolation and hope. It assured them that
God’s love was not withdrawn from a wounded world.
Historically, this devotion served a vital purpose. It pre-
served the truth that the Heart of Christ remains open,
even when human systems are harsh and unforgiving,.
Yetitalso carried an unresolved tension. When devotion
remained disconnected from the broader demands of
justice and transformation, it risked becoming private
and inward. Still, even here, the Heart of Christ functio-
ned as a memory of divine compassion, awaiting further
maturation.

From Devotion to Spirituality: A Necessary Retrieval
As modern consciousness continued to develop, the
Church was gradually confronted with the limits of de-
votionalism alone. Faith could no longer rely solely on in-
herited practices; it needed to speak to adult experience,
historical responsibility, and social complexity.

This led to a renewed question: what does it truly mean
to live from the Heart of Christ?

The answer was not to abandon devotion, but to recover
its deeper intention. The Heart of Christ is not simply an
object of affection; itis a revelation of God’s way of being
inthe world. To contemplate the Heart of Jesus is to learn
how God loves, and therefore how love must take flesh
in history. Here, history begins to open into spirituality.

The MSC Context: The Heart as Mission

This retrieval finds a particularly clear expression within
the MSC tradition. Living amid the social, political, and
ecclesial upheavals of nineteenth-century France, Jules
Chevalier did not propose devotion as an escape from the
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world’s turbulence. He turned to the Heart of Jesus pre-
cisely because the world was wounded, divided, and lo-
sing its centre.

For Chevalier, the Heart of Christ revealed God’s unwave-
ring compassion in a fractured society. But it also carried
asummons. To contemplate the Heart was to be sent—to
participate in God’s work of healing, reconciliation, and
justice. The Heart was not simply to be honoured; it was
to be embodied.

In this sense, the MSC charism stands firmly within the
long historical arc of the Spirituality of the Heart. It re-
ceives the devotional tradition but presses it outward
toward mission. The Heart of Christ becomes not only re-
fuge, but orientation, not only consolation, but criterion.

History as Retrieval, Not Regression
Seen historically, the Spirituality of the Heart is not nos-
talgic. It is prophetic. It returns repeatedly because it na-
mes something perennial: the need for faith to remain
rooted in lived interiority and embodied love.
Whenever Christianity risks losing its soul—through abs-
traction, moralism, or accommodation to power—the
Heart appears again - not as novelty, but as memory; not
as sentiment, but as summons.
At the centre of this history stands the Heart of Christ:
open, wounded, faithful, and life-giving. To remember the
Heart is to remember who God is—and therefore who we
are called to become.

Chris Chaplin, MSC. Australian Province
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First Profession

of Vows

Personal reflections from Korea

Brother Lee Do-seon Lino and Brother Chung Seung-hyun
Pancratius have offered their first promises to God to live
as Missionaries of the Sacred Heart. In the Sacred Heart of
Jesus, these two brothers have entirely entrusted them-
selves to Him, vowing to walk the path of proclaiming the
Gospel and loving their neighbors with hearts full of hu-
mility, kindness, and the very spirit of Jesus.

It was a moment where God’s grace and the prayers of
many dwelt fully within this act of profession. The com-
munity rejoiced together in their holy decision, offering
both congratulations and supplications.

We deeply bless their future journey, praying that it may
always be firmly rooted in the love of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus. May they faithfully live out their vocation, discer-
ning God’s will even amidst challenges.

Praise be to Jesus Christ!

| am Brother Seung-hyun Pancratius Chung, and | have
recently made my first profession of vows. Over the past
two years of my novitiate, | have come to deeply realize
my own weaknesses and shortcomings. Yet, through it
all, I have experienced that God is always with me, a fai-
thful Father who never lets go of my hand.

For someone as lacking and fragile as | am to dare to
profess the vows of obedience, chastity, and poverty
before God could never have been possible without His
infinite grace and mercy. Itis also thanks to the spiritual
and material support of the many benefactors of our
community, the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, that |

SPIRITUALITY
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could take this courageous yet hopeful step forward as

areligious.

[ will strive to become a religious who faithfully follows

the path of Jesus through my prayers and my daily life.

Please pray for me, so that in my religious life, I may

always choose God’s will over my own. Thank you!
Chung Seung-hyun Pancratius. Korean Province

Iam Brother Lino Do-seon Lee of the Korea Province of the
Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, and | made my first pro-
fession of vows this past February 2nd. Above all, | am pro-
foundly joyful and grateful that a person as lacking as my-
self could profess these vows through the burning love and
mercy of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. | offer all praise and
glory to God, who has allowed me to participate more dee-
ply in Christ and His mission through this first profession.
The words, “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me,
for I am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29),
deeply resonate with me as the very heart of Jesus that |
must strive to resemble. | feel that the vows of obedien-
ce, chastity, and poverty | promised through my first pro-
fession are not a yoke that binds me but rather wings that
allow me to enjoy true freedom within the Lord.
The Jesus | encountered during my religious life thus far
was not a strict judge, but Merciful Love itself, embracing
my wounded and aching soul through His pierced side.
My selfish and cold heart has been warmed by the heat
of the Sacred Heart, and my weaknesses, sinfulness, and
narrow-mindedness have been healed through the end-
less compassion and forgiveness of His Heart.
The Sacred Heart of Jesus flows toward the poor, the suffe-
ring, the sinners,and all the marginalized people of the world.
I wish to convey the love of Jesus that | have experienced to
them. However, I still have much to learn to fulfill this mission.
I humbly ask foryour prayers, that | may grow into asmallins-
trument capable of bringing that love to the world. Thank you.
“May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be loved everywhere!”
Lee Do-seon Lino. Korean Province
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JPIC

Networking in the Ministry of JPIC

The word networking often carries negative impressions,
associated with scams, profiteering, and manipulative
strategies. Scholars such as Kiarah Reyshylle Ibafiez Mati
have studied how scammers exploit networking structu-
res in online transactions, highlighting its misuse in de-
ceptive practices. This misuse has tainted the term, ma-
king some wary of its application in ministry.

Yet, in the ministry of Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Crea-
tion (JPIC), networking is not a luxury—it is a necessity.
Our dream of building sustainable and regenerative com-
munities cannot be realized in isolation. The challenges
of ecological degradation, social injustice, and spiritual
fragmentation are too vast for any single community to
bear alone. Networking provides the structure and direc-
tion by which we can create teams, patterns, and colla-
borative frameworks across the whole congregation, es-

pecially within the Chevalier Family. (’
Networking Matters in JPIC
On Shared Mission: Networking allows us to revitalize, re- -Inspired by Jules Chevalier, JPIC can be a path to step
think, and renew our mission so that it remains relevant beyond our comfort zones, engage with others, and
and propheticin today’s world. form networks of solidarity.
- While some may ask, “What can | do as anindividual?”,
On Spiritual Strengthening: Through interconnected- the answer liesin collective efforts, where the burden
ness, we strengthen our spiritual and prophetic wit- is shared and JPIC becomes more practical and sus-
ness, modeling a simple lifestyle that speaks louder than tainable.
words. Properly understood, networking is far from exploitation.
Reclaimed for JPIC, it becomes a prophetic instrument
On Creative Ministries: Networking opens doors to new of evangelization, a way to weave together communi-
forms of ministry, joint communities, intercultural for- ties, share resources, and create patterns of collaboration
mation, lay partnerships, and creative use of properties. that reflect the Gospel vision of unity in diversity. In this
light, networking is not about manipulation but about
On Digital Evangelization: By embracing social and di- communion; not about profit but about prophetic wit-
gital media, networking becomes a powerful tool ness. It is about making visible the Kingdom of God
for evangelization, advocacy, and ecologi- in the interconnectedness of peoples, cultu-

res, and creation.

Modern evangelization calls us to
proclaim the Gospel not only in
words but in structures of justi-
ce, peace, and ecological inte-
grity. Networking is the pasto-
ral strategy that enables this
proclamation to take rootin
daily life. Itis how JPIC beco-
mes more than a ministry—
it becomes a movement; a
living network of disciples
committed to healing crea-

tion and renewing society.
Richie Gomez, MSC.
Philippines Province

calengagement.

On Global Solidarity: Internatio-
nality and interculturality are
not abstract ideals but lived
realities when communities
collaborate across borders.

Creating JPIC Team
Structure as a Space for
New Collaboration

Creating JPIC Team Struc-
ture could be a potential
developing space for fresh
collaboration within the Che-
valier Family communities:

27
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Reflections on

CHEVALIER FAMILY

the current global situation

This heart has not yet found its calm. Concern, anxiety,
and sorrow come in waves, leaving us little space to brea-
thein peace.

The news of war has once again shaken the world. The be-
ginning of 2026 felt especially heavy when reports spread
about the conflict in Venezuela. Before the wounds of a
devastating global trade war had even begun to heal, af-
ter economies across nations had been deeply shaken,
the world found itself facing yet another uncertainty, drif-
ting further into the shadows.

In response to this alarming situation, the International
Council of the Chevalier Family Laity invited the faithful to
pray the “Prayer for World Peace.” Asimple call, yet born
from a profound longing: that our world may not sink dee-
perintoviolence. The Chevalier Family Laity is presentin
more than forty countries, including Venezuela. They do
not merely read the headlines; many stand in the very pla-
ces affected and experience the consequences firsthand.
Yet not even two months later, our hearts were forced to
race: again conflictin Iran. The phrase “World War 11" no
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longer sounded like a distant conspiracy theory, but like
something standing at the threshold.

Amid all this, a question rises quietly, yet powerfully:
What can we do as the Chevalier Family? Are we only to
pray and carry a deep sense of concern? Prayer will sure-
ly continue to flow, spontaneously, everywhere, together.
We hope those prayers will stir hearts to choose dialogue
over war. Yet perhaps something more is being gently re-
minded within us.

Did not Jules Chevalier himself live in a wounded age?
After the French Revolution, he witnessed a society mar-
ked by egoism, disorientation, and a growing distance
from God. The situation felt like a “disease of the times.”
And with unshakable faith, he believed that only the Spi-
rituality of the Sacred Heart of Jesus could be its remedy;
a remedy that touches the deepest root of all: the human
heart. Today, our world feels like an echo of that era, only
on afarreater scale.

For a fleeting moment, we may glimpse a vision of a
peaceful world: people honoring one another, hatred
dissolving, greed losing its grip, and love becoming a
gentle, healing light; a peace that is not merely the ab-
sence of violence, but the presence of love. Yet such vi-
sions often pass quickly, replaced once more by con-
fusion and fear.

Itis precisely there that we are reminded of the vision we
hold together: “May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be loved
everywhere, forever.” Perhaps thisisasmalllightinanin-
creasingly dense darkness. Itis not an empty slogan, but
adirection, and every direction calls for steps.

How do we move closer to that vision? To love the Sacred
Heart of Jesus is not always easy to understand, especia-
lly for those who do not yet know Him. Even among us,
our understanding of the Spirituality of the Heart must
continually deepen. Yet as the Chevalier Family, we are
called to become familiar with a culture of love: to love
rightly, to forgive sincerely, and to serve humbly without
seeking reward. There are still so many who have not en-
countered this spirituality of the Heart. If not us, who will
introduce it?

Now is the time for Religious, Diocesan clergy, and Laity
to walk hand in hand and move togethern not with an-
ger, not with hatred or partiality, but with a synodal spi-
rit: walking together, embracing others without distinc-
tion of ethnicity, religion, race, or background. The call to
synodality, strongly affirmed by Pope Francis, reminds us
that the Church in the Third Millennium is a Church that
journeys together, listens, and embraces.

Our steps may seem small. Yet when love is proclaimed
consistently, at home, in our communities, in workpla-
ces, on social media, wherever we are, it becomes an echo
that is not easily silenced. A culture of love is not born
overnight. It grows slowly, through hearts willing to be
transformed. Yes, it requires process. It requires fidelity.
It requires courage to continue choosing love in a world

CHEVALIER FAMILY
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that often chooses violence. But the question is simple:
if not now, when?
Our faith is not meant to be stored away, but to be lived.
Our concern is not merely to be felt, but to be embodied
in concrete actions, however small. When we do our part,
we trust that God will accomplish His. So the final ques-
tionis no longer “Will the world change?” but rather, “Do
we still believe that the Spirituality of the Sacred Heart
can be the remedy for the disease of our time?”
Let us continue to pray. Let us continue to walk together.
Let us continue to build a culture of love. For perhaps it
is precisely in a wounded world that faithful love shines
most brightly.
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be loved everywhere, forever.
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, pray for us.
Saint Joseph, model and protector of the lovers of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, pray for us.
Servant of God Jules Chevalier, pray for us.

Petrus Sidarta Maringka. Indonesia
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

Connecting Schools,
Fornung Hearts, Sharing Mission

MSC Global Education Community

What happens when schools across the world realise they
belong to the same family? They begin to listen to one
another, to share their stories, and to imagine what they
might do together.

The MSC Global Education Community (MSC-GEC) is the
result of that shared vision. It is a collaborative network
of MSC schools and educational institutions around the
world, united by the charism of the Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart. Its purpose is straightforward and focu-
sed: to connect MSC schools globally, promote excellen-
ceineducation, form hearts as well as minds, and streng-
then collaboration in mission. Its guiding phrase captures
this clearly: Connecting Schools, Forming Hearts, Sha-
ring Mission.

The vision of MSC-GEC is both simple and ambitious. It
seeks to build a worldwide network where schools su-
pport one another through shared resources, professio-
nal development, and spiritual formation. It encourages
collaboration among leaders, teachers, and students so
that each community benefits from the experience and
insight of the others. In this way, the network becomes
more than a directory of institutions; it becomes a living
expression of shared identity and purpose.

MSC schools share acommon mission rooted in the cha-
rism of Jules Chevalier. They aim for excellence not only
in academic achievement but also in the spiritual and
personal growth of their students. They value coopera-
tion over competition, leadership shaped by compassion
and service, and a global perspective that fosters inter-
cultural understanding and solidarity.

The logo of the MSC Global Education Community re-
flects this identity. Two hands form a heart, symbolising
love, partnership, and collaboration across cultures.
The red colour recalls the Sacred Heart tradi-
tion, expressing commitment and mission.
The design conveys unity, belonging, and
shared responsibility.

The initiative began with thoughtful

and practical conversations among

leaders from Cameroon, England,
Australia, India, and Rome. Recog-

nising that more than thirty MSC

schools share the same heritage yet

often work independently, they ex-

plored ways to strengthen connection.

Global
Education
Community

Ideas included creating a global directory, sharing for-
mation resources, organising exchanges for staff and stu-
dents, and arranging regular online meetings across re-
gions and time zones.
Atits heart, MSC-GEC reflects what it means to be an MSC
school.
“Oursis a spirit of family and a spirit of brotherhood, for-
med by kindness and understanding, by compassion and
mutual forgiveness, by gentleness, humility and simpli-
city, by hospitality and a sense of humour.” MSC Cons-
titutions and Statutes #34
Education in this tradition goes beyond aca-
demic success. It forms communities
where relationships matter, people are
valued, and faith is lived through com-
passion and service. The MSC Global
Education Community extends this
spirit across borders.
One charism, many schools, one glo-
bal family.
Darwin Thatheus Francis, MSC.
India Province
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Strengthening

Collaboration and Commitment to
Service asa Team

EVERYWHERE

General Administration Team Meeting On 26-29 January
2026, the General Administration Team Meeting was held
at the Generalate House in Rome. This meeting was an
important moment for various offices at the generalate le-
velto gather, dialogue, and deepen their spirit of working
together as a team serving the Congregation globally.
The participants involved in this meeting came from va-
rious fields of administrative and mission support servi-
ces, namely: the Secretariat, the Archives Office, the Eco-
nomy, the Global Development Office, the Postulator, the
Procurator, and the Safeguarding Office.

Thefirst day of the meeting began with team building ac-
tivities. This session was specifically designed to create an
open, relaxed, and trusting atmosphere. Through various
interactive activities, participants were invited to get to
know each other notonly as colleagues, but also as indivi-
duals with their own experiences, challenges, and hopes.
This team building helped participants realize that ad-
ministrative work is not merely the execution of techni-
caltasks, but anintegral part of shared service. In the dy-
namics that were built, there was a growing awareness
that the quality of relationships between team members
greatly determines the effectiveness of service to the Con-
gregation.

The meeting then continued with updates and experien-
ce sharing from each office. Each office had the opportu-
nity to present its area of service, recent developments,
and challenges faced.

In addition to sharing experiences in their respecti-
ve fields, participants also reflected on their experien-
ces of working with other offices. In this session, there
was honest and constructive dialogue about the dyna-
mics of cross-office work, including things that were alre-
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ady going well and areas that still needed improvement.
This process helped participants understand the interre-
lationships between fields and the importance of clear,
open, and continuous communication.

Sharing these experiences not only enriched their insi-
ghts but also created space for empathy. Each participant
was invited to view challenges from the perspective of
other offices, fostering mutual respect and support. The
awareness that each office has a strategic role in suppor-
ting the Congregation’s mission was a common thread in
every discussion.

The entire series of General Administration Team Meeting
activities was directed towards the main objectives, na-
mely, to enhance the sense of cooperation as a team, to
get to know each other’s responsibilities, and to increase
commitment to serving the congregation. This meeting
reaffirmed that despite different tasks and functions, all
offices are called to work in the same spirit and vision.
Through dialogue and reflection together, participants
became more aware that administrative service has a
pastoral and missionary dimension.

Work conducted with professionalism, precision, and
a spirit of togetherness will have a direct impact on the
smooth running of the Congregation’s life and work in va-
rious parts of the world.

This meeting became a space for renewing relationships,
vision,and commitment. The togetherness that was built,
the deepening understanding of each other’s roles, and
the determination to continue to improve the way of wor-
king were the valuable fruits of this meeting.

With a strengthened spirit of collaboration, the members
of the General Administration Team are expected to conti-
nue their service with open hearts, a supportive attitude,
and the awareness that every task, no matter how small,
isareal contribution to the overall service of the Congre-
gation. Bram Tulusan, MSC. Indonesia Province

Chevalier Day

On Saturday 14 March, 2026, the MSC Committee SPIRIT
organized one-day programme for the birthday of our
Founder Fr. Jules Chevalier together this time in the pre-
mises of BOND zonder NAAM, in Antwerp.

Theme: “The Heart as the Strongest Power to Connect “
This was a wonderful Open Heart Day. A rainy morning,
this became a beautiful Open Heart Day and a warm wel-
come to all. We were present in large numbers. All a fa-
miliar Family Community - Fathers, Sisters, Brother and
many MSC Laity, how content | was!

The theme on Connection with Nature and also with God
gives me strength, Jeannine, the guest speaker, and her
story was beautiful. The heart connected with nature and
also with God. Then Lunch: brought-along as picnic was
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EVERYWHERE

delicious. In the afternoon, we walked in small groups,
each with a symbol and a few questions in the Wolven-
berg Nature Reserve, beautiful. | felt very good walking
in such a beautiful nature reserve. Fortunately, it stayed
dry. We walkers were numerous, | felt very good, Chris-
ta, Brother Paul and myself were the “Border Collies”, to
keep the group together.
Conclusion: Eucharist celebration presided by Fr. Cle-
ment MSC, he has a wonderful talent as Presider at the
Open Heart Movement-MSC, WOW... WOW... WOW... and
atthe end was a group photo taken. The keywords for this
Wonderful Day are; Open Heart, Warmth, Heartfelt, Fa-
mily, Connectedness, Love for each other and Gratitude.
Dominiek Warlop. Belgium

A Heart That Welcomes All: Inclusive Education at
Sacred Heart College of Lada IT

As we prepare to celebrate the 10th anniversary of Sa-
cred Heart Bilingual Catholic College of Lada Il, inaugu-
rated on September 16,2016, Pope Leo XIV’s apostolic ex-
hortation Dilexi te (“I have loved you”) resonates deeply
with our educational mission.

Our educational project rests on two fundamental pillars:
education of the heart and academic excellence. These
two dimensions are not opposed; they complement each
other. True excellence cannot exist without a heart open
to all, particularly to the most vulnerable.

Inspired by the papal message that calls us to recogni-
ze Christ’s love in the poor and suffering, we have made
achoice for truly inclusive education. Our college welco-
mes all social classes: underprivileged families, students
with physical or mental disabilities, albino children, and
all those who might be marginalized elsewhere.
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This preferential option for the excluded does not weaken
our pursuit of excellence; on the contrary, it enriches it.
Our students learn that true greatness is measured by the
capacity to love and welcome difference. They discover
that excellence of the heart precedes and nourishes aca-
demic excellence. As Pope Leo XIV emphasizes in Dilexi te,

EVERYWHERE

“education is the first act of justice, because it frees people
from spiritual poverty and prepares them for social respon-
sibility.” On this approaching tenth anniversary, we reaffirm
ourcommitment: to be a place where every child, regardless
of their condition, can hear Christ’s words: “l have loved you.”

Charles BILOA, MSC. UAF

Watertown, New York: 150th Anniversary

Itis with great appreciation we announce to you this year
an amazing milestone for the Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart (MSC) around the World. In 2004 the Society of the
MSC celebrated its 150th year of becoming a religious Or-
der. Injust a little over 20 years after its establishment,
in Issoudun, France, 1854 the founder, Fr. Jules Cheva-
lier’s dream of making the Sacred Heart of Jesus known
everywhere became areality. In 1875 the MSC’s branched
out into the New World exploring and visiting a French
community in Watertown, New York. The rest as they
say is history.
This year marks 150 years of the first settlement for the
MSC in Watertown, New York. By 1876 the MSC Order had
made its first mark establishing the parish of Our Lady of
the Sacred Heart in Watertown, New York. This special
landmark is the first of many establishments for the MSC’s
around the world. As of today the MSC’s are established
in over 50 countries Worldwide, living up to the mission
of “Making the Sacred Heart of Jesus Known Everywhe-
re. This August 2nd we are planning a special celebration
for this monumental milestone for the MSC’s and all tho-
se associated with the Order; all are welcome to attend
Mass at 11AM at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart parish fo-
llowed by a Lunch in the gym at 1pm.

Frank Natale, MSC. USA Province
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EVERYWHERE

“Mikokoro-Kai” 2025:
gathering of the Chevalier Family

On 6 December 2025, the Chevalier Family gathering took
place at Johokubashi Church in Nagoya. This was the first
gathering in two years and marked the 24th anniversary
of the first Mikokoro Kai lay associates making their vows
in 2001. The movement, begun by Fr. Frank Quirk MSC,
has journeyed through many challenges—times when
its continuation seemed uncertain, and long periods du-
ring the pandemic when meeting in person was impos-
sible. Several parishes that once hosted gatherings were
no longer able to do so due to ageing congregations and
other circumstances.

However, about a year and a half ago and in the post pan-
demic period, Ogaki Church took the step to restart Mi-
kokoro Kai. Together with the re established group at
Fukui Church, we were blessed with the opportunity to
organise this year’s gathering, including the celebration
of the Mass.

The day began with two presentations. Ms Hibi, leader
of the Ogaki group, spoke about Fr. Chevalier, the life of
the recently canonised St Peter To Rot, and the activities
of Mikokoro Kai in her parish. She was followed by Mr Ya-
maguchi from Fukui Parish, who reflected on the history
of the lay movement in Japan, expressed gratitude to Fr
Quirk and the priests who supported it, and shared up-
dates from his own parish.

We then moved to the chapel for Mass dedicated to Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart. During the celebration, two
members made their vows for the first time, and five re-
newed their promises. Sr Hayashi of the Daughters of Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart also renewed her solemn vows,
followed by the MSC priests.
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Lunch was accompanied by small group sharing, with
more than 50 participants—lay members, priests, and a
sister—divided into six groups. What began with simple
introductions soon grew into lively and heartfelt conver-
sations about parish life and personal faith journeys. Al-
though some participants were not directly involved in
Mikokoro Kai, any initial hesitation quickly disappeared.
Many spoke openly and joyfully, making this one of the
most memorable parts of the day.

Aspecial feature of this year’s gathering was that, for the
first time, it was organised entirely by the laity. In the
past, the priests had overseen all preparations. Taking
on this responsibility was both challenging and deeply
rewarding. We spent many months discerning a theme,
preparing materials, designing pamphlets and the Mass
booklet, planning the liturgy—especially the music—and
coordinating the talents of many people. Numerous mee-
tings and rehearsals helped ensure that the day would
unfold smoothly.

Through this experience, we came to recognise more dee-
ply that we, too, are called and capable of living out our
commitment: to make known the Sacred Heart of Jesus
and to be on earth the Heart of God. | am grateful for the
privilege of being part of this journey.

Our heartfelt thanks go to Johokubashi Parish for their
warm hospitality and support, to the Mikokoro Kai mem-
bers from Fukui for their collaboration, and to the people
of Ogaki Parish and all who assisted us.

With renewed enthusiasm, we look forward to building
on this year’s experience and making next year’s gathe-
ring even more fruitful. Kazuko Ito. Japan
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PROFESSIONS AND ORDINATIONS* (January-March 2026)

PERPETUAL VOWS

Name Entity Date

Paul Wartovo, Pius Porali, Michael Kinavai, Papua New Guinea 16.01.2026
Jerome Demes, Albert Tommy

Pedro Henrique dos Santos Ramos Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 25.02.2026

DIACONATE ORDINATION

Name Entity Date
Trieu Quoc Nguyen, Hoa Quoc Tran Australia 02.02.2026
Ajith kumar, Martin India 04.04.2026
Pedro Henrique dos Santos Ramos Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 04.04.2026

Name Entity Date
Pherold Honore, Gresnord Brutus Dominican Republic 28.01.2026
Mathew D, Gudime Balu India 04.04.2026
Gianluca Pitzolu Spain 04.04.2026
Yofalandus Litong Taa, Jenner Bernardus Senduk, Indonesia 04.04.2026
Yohanes Jeng

* Approvals of applications

NECROLOGIUM (Deceased members from January-March 2026)

Name Province Date
Alfred Noel France 03-01-2026
Benoit Sitor Gueye UAF 17.01.2026
Anthony Ripp USA 20.01.2026
Theodorus Yuliono Indonesia 25.01.2026
Prasetyo Adi

Joannes Pittruff North Germany 12.02.2026
Walter SCHURER North Germany 15.02.2026
Pietro Julian Italy 12.03.2026

Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
Via Asmara 11,00199, Roma, Italy.
communications@msc-chevalier.org

www.freepik.com

L English Correction: Roy O’Neill, MSC
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