





‘HAGASE
Group Music’
has been formed

The aim of ‘HAGASE Group Music’ is not only to sing, but
also to proclaim through music the love of God that trans-
forms lives. They define themselves as ‘a family of faith’
and emerged from the Barcelona group of the youth mo-
vement ‘HAGASE’.
This group of young friends has found a source of inspi-
ration for their mission in the spirituality of the Missiona-
ries of the Sacred Heart. ‘HAGASE’ is not just a name, it is
a vocational response, part of the project ‘Hagase. Life,
as an MSC vocation’, a path to discovering that each per-
son s called to something great.
“We believe that the world needs to know something very
simple and profound: that God truly loves humanity, and
that this love beats strongly in the Heart of Jesus,” they
explained. Their music is born from this conviction: a real,
close, present love. Itis not nostalgia or distant devotion,
but a faith that is lived and sung today.
With guitars, voices and a lot of heart, ‘HAGASE Group Mu-
sic’ was created to reach other young people, raise ques-
tions, sow hope and be a voice for God’s love. “If just one
person listening to us feels that God is speaking to them,
thenit’s worth it,” they simply said.
More than a musical group, they are a community that
prays, sings and walks together, convinced that the Gos-
pel can also have rhythm, melody and harmony. And like
‘HAGASE’, they want to make it sound.

Gianluca Pitzolu, MSC (Spanish Province)
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iViva Cristo Rey!,
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My name is Mateo Diaz, music producer of the album {Viva
Cristo Rey! by Hagase Group Music. | am very happy and
grateful to have had the opportunity to create the music
for this album, released on 6 November in honour of the
Blessed Martyrs of Canet de Mar.
“Long live Christ the King!” were their words before going
to the Father’s house, and this project is a tribute to their
dedication, out of love for Christ and others.
Learning about their story deeply impressed me. Young
men between the ages of 20 and 28, priests and coad-
jutor brothers, who, amid persecution, did not renoun-
ce God or their service to children and young people. In
producing this album, | sought to open a space for prayer
and contemplation, where their testimony resonates in
our lives and inspires us to follow the Lord with courage.
The music combines piano, strings, guitars and silence,
evoking the fidelity and dedication of the martyrs. | am
happy to collaborate with the Missionaries of the Sacred
Heart and that this album can bring peace and admira-
tion for the example of the martyrs. Thank you to everyo-
ne who made this project possible and, above all, to the
Lord. May the cry “Long live Christ the King!” always re-
sound inour lives.

Mateo Diaz (Spain)
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Foundation
Day Celebration

Antwerp, Belgium. This year, it was a blessing that we
could celebrate our Foundation Day over two days.
On December 07,2025, there was a celebration at St. Ro-
chus Church in Brussels to mark the Foundation Day of
MSC. Attendees included MSCs, the MSC fraternities of An-
twerp and Brussels, and the Open Heart Movement (MSC
laity), along with a full church of parishioners, all praying
and singing. The African dinner afterwards was delicious.
Our Family-band has been strengthened. AMETUR: May
the Sacred Heart of Jesus be loved everywhere.
On December 08,2025, the Belgian MSCs gathered in Bor-
gerhout to celebrate Foundation Day. We shared a mea-
ningful Holy Eucharist, followed by a meal together, and
then took some time to catch up on the latest updates
within the Belgian MSC Community. It was truly a very
pleasant day!

Clement Sathish, MSC (Indian Province)
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Team Building
of the General
Leadership Team

The General Leadership Team (GLT) is in Salzburg from
1-6 December at the MSC Provincialate of the South Ger-
many-Austria Province for their extended meetingand a
team-building program facilitated by Frances Heery, ai-
med at strengthening collaboration, communication, and
team spirit to improve their ministry to the congregation
asoneteam. Through reflection, communal discernment,
and shared moments, they continue to deepen unity and
teamwork. Later, they went to Steinerskirchen for the an-
nual retreat from 7-12 December.

Open letter to Father Joaquin Herrera Bayon, MSC

Our minds and hearts still cannot fully comprehend that
you are returning to Spain. Amidst the pain and uncertain-
ty, but with the respect your discernment deserves, we
recognize that the Lord has shown you, his will. Therefore,
we want to express a few words that spring from our hearts
and from the sincerest appreciation we have for you, the
fruit of so many years shared between dreams, plans, stra-
tegies, struggles, and joys of the soul, united under the
same name: Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

It is true that, on some issues of opinion or vision,
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we did not always agree. However, the affection and
appreciation never died. There were silences, yes, but
the admiration never faded.

Today, the entire parish community—and anyone rea-
ding these lines—should know that we are experien-
cing a gray day, but also a bright one: a day of mixed fe-
elings of sorrow and gratitude, of departure and hope.
Life, as we well know, is that combination of emotions,
of highs and lows, like the rhythms of the heart and the
pages of history. We know that a long and fruitful stage
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of your missionary life is coming to an end, and that a
new one is beginning, in the land where you were born
and from where you left when you were so young, full
of enthusiasm and dreams.

Today is Easter: there is death and there is life, there is
farewell and there is hope.

And although you often avoid receiving praise, today it
is your turn to hear it. Because we are in the presence
of a man of flesh and blood, but also a witness of faith
and consistency, and nothing we say is an exaggera-
tion.

We bid farewell to the courageous missionary who one
day decided to come to America when it was daring
to do so; the one who ventured into the beloved and
long-suffering Quiché, where the MSCs lovingly sowed
thefirst seeds of the Gospel, leaving behind traces, pro-
jects, and even the blood of their best sons. You arrived
with new vigor, with new energy, and with a renewed
way of being Church. And since then, we have seen you
act with conviction, intelligence, and deep spirituality.
Today we tip our hats to the authentic missionary, the
one who in everything he did knew he was sent, a wit-
ness, and a servant.

We also bid farewell to the respectful parish priest, the
serious and organized man who treated everyone with
dignity. To the priest who listened, guided, shared with
young and old, who knew how to joke with simplicity
and approach with humility. To the discreet man who
broke the ice with a fraternal greeting and who found in
a conversation about soccer a bridge to reach the heart.
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Today we thank the formator and teacher who sowed
in many of us deep convictions about consecrated mis-
sionary life. You formed us with your witness, with so-
lidity and depth. Several generations of MSC bear your
mark: you taught us to love the Congregation and to
live coherently every day. That sowing has borne fruit,
and there are still harvests to come.

We also bid farewell to the superior and provincial
who, together with other brothers of great value, wor-
ked with vision and determination to consolidate our
religious family in these lands. Your leadership was
key in the transition from Pro-Province to Province,
and your mark is on the solid structures that sustain
us today. Your gifts of organization and vision for the
future marked every responsibility you assumed. You
wanted to ensure that we were well grounded, faith-
ful to the dream of Jules Chevalier, that 30-year-old
who in 1854 gave life to this small but passionate mis-
sionary family.

We cannot forget the key man in the Cause for Beatifi-
cation of our MSC martyrs of Quiché and other compa-
nions. The Province and the Church of Guatemala will
always be grateful to you for your tireless work. The
thoroughness with which you prepared the documen-
tation was admirable, and the corrections in Rome
were minimal: a clear sign of your dedication and care.
Thanks to you and many others, today we proudly ce-
lebrate the memory of our witnesses.

Finally, we say goodbye to our companion on the jour-
ney, the exemplary missionary who was never a cause
for scandal, but rather for respect and gratitude. You
are leaving, but you leave us an immense legacy: that
of a consistent, hard-working, faithful, and deeply hu-
man man.

We will continue to assimilate your return to Spain
with nostalgia, but also with hope. Perhaps deep down
you will repeat that phrase from the Gospel: “We are
useless servants; we have only done what we ought to
have done.”

And maybe you don’t like receiving so many compli-
ments—we know but we feel the need to tell you all
this.

We wish you all the best in this new stage of your life.
You are leaving, but your legacy remains.

You remain in our memory, in our hearts, in this city
of eternal spring, and in every corner of the Casa de El
Tesoro.

You are leaving... but you are staying.
Farewell, brother.
Keep us in your prayers, as we will keep you in ours.

With fraternal affection,
The MSC Provincial Superior of
Central America - Mexico and his Council
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Men With a Mission

Having been in Japan for almost three years, this is the
first time | have participated in the annual retreat with
the community. In previous years, | stayed behind becau-
se | was busy with Japanese classes at Nanzan Univer-
sity of the SVD. That said, this is actually my second an-
nual retreat this year, since in July | returned to Vietnam
to join the MSCs there for the Gifted and Blessed retreat
as a member of the Australian Province.

This time, there were 15 of us, including Fr. Edwin, the
Provincial of the MSC Philippines, who was visiting the
two Filipino MSCs that had long been in Japan (Fr. Joey
Mission and Fr. Rey Tibon).

The retreat venue was familiar to most of us. Many have
come here annually for decades, long before | was born.
It is one of the best places to view Mt. Fuji in Susono,
Shizuoka Prefecture. Yet no matter how familiar it be-
comes, the breathtaking beauty of that sacred, iconic
mountain never fades. Even though they say it may ex-
plode someday, perhaps that is the charm of eternity,
ever alive, ever new.

Every day, two conferences were held by Fr. Bram: a more
exploratory session in the morning and a more contem-
plative one in the afternoon. After our individual morning
reflections, we gathered in small groups to share. In the
afternoons, we celebrated Mass together, and at night,
we concluded with Eucharistic adoration. For me, those
quiet moments before Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament
were truly special.

A meaningful addition this year was the companionship
of our recently canonised saint, Peter ToRot. Inspired
and guided by his witness, we engaged in reflection and
prayer on the theme: “MEN WITH A MISSION.” It seems
that each of us once responded with the same generous
and trusting reply, “Here | am, Lord,” just like the eager
young Samuel. And from that first Yes, many more have
followed. We have allowed God to guide us, planting us
into His field, this land of Japan with its unique characte-
ristics. Here, whether someone has been on mission for
more than six decades or is as new as | am, we all walk
the same path—the path of the seed that is sown into the
earth and dies in order to bear fruit.

We are called to embrace the humility of a seed buried in
deep soil, reflecting the mystery of Nazareth, the cost of
silent martyrdom—silent but not shut off. Fragile seeds
carry within them the spirituality of the heart and the li-
ght of hope. The life of St. Peter To Rot offers us great en-
couragement. He is the fruit of the MSC mission in Papua.
Although the mustard seed is the smallest of all seeds, it
has grown into a tree where the birds of the sky can rest.
And that seed, even though it never saw the day the mus-
tard plant reached the light, already partook in joy at the
very moment it generously surrendered itself.

EVERYWHERE
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For each of us, the story of the seed and the path of mis-
sion is not about immediate visible results but a call to
faithfulness. We must be faithful and strive to stay faith-
ful until the end. Despite our fragility and weakness, we
once again wish to answer as Peter did when the Lord as-
ked: “Do you love me, more than these?” For itis the love
of Christ that drives us.
Outthere, in the distance, Mt. Fuji stood as always—beau-
tiful and captivating, though sometimes hidden behind
clouds. Yet the mountain endures, certain through the
ages. And in that moment, I felt | understood something:
God’s faithfulness is far more beautiful and much more
steadfast than that.
We ended the retreat with gratitude and hope by reci-
ting our vows after Mass. We also formally made a missio-
nary sending salute for Fr. Kenji. Although his trip to New
Zealand will only last six months to support the Vietna-
mese MSCs in establishing and stabilising their new com-
munity, as a small community like Japan with limited
personnel, sending one member out in this way is truly
communal—and deeply meaningful. Ubique!

Le Dinh Vinh Toan, MSC (Vietnam)
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Human love and divine love of the Sacred Heart

We held aretreat at the St. Julie Billiart Formation House,
owned by the SPMsisters in Lawang, East Java. There were
27 participants. Our retreat leader was Fr. Johny Astanto.
The theme of the retreat was ‘Human love and divine love
of the Sacred Heart’ (inspired by the encyclical Dilexit Nos).

Day I. Began with a short session to explore the context
of our retreat, which was based on Pope Francis’ ency-
clical Dilexit Nos. Starting from today’s troubled world,
Pope Francis reflected on this situation and what we
need to do—namely, to understand the world and re-
turn to the heart as the core of life that has been lost.

Day Il. Return to the Heart. We are encouraged to re-
cognise the importance of the “heart” as the core of
authentic life, decisions, and community. By unders-
tanding what touches the heart and where we stand.
First, by examining and understanding the current world
situation, which is described as a period of anxiety and
superficiality. Sociologist Zygmunt Bauman refers to this
as the “Liquid Society,” marked by ongoing uncertainty,
fluid identities, fragile social bonds, rapid changes, and
unstable institutions.

All of this has given rise to the phenomenon of “stran-
gers,” the erosion of commitment and loyalty, relational
consumerism, individualism and fragmentation within
communities, and fear of change and irrelevance. Ulti-
mately, this has led to a crisis of “heartlessness”/insensi-
tivity, a lack of sensitivity of the heart.

This also impacts the lives of religious people, leading to a
shallower sense of life and relationships, where living ac-
cording to routine and working for targets become com-
mon. As a result: activism replaces genuine encounters,
self-image takes the place of authenticity, and noise or
busyness displaces silence. This kind of life divides our
hearts and causes us to lose the inner unity that allows
us to discern, love, and serve with sincerity.

Pope Francis emphasises the importance of returning to
and embracing the Heart as the source of life, where we
canfind God and ourtrue selves. We can learn from Scrip-
ture how to understand the meaning of the heart and re-
kindle our warmth. We are also invited to see the Heart of
Christ as a unifying element: the human heart and the di-
vine heart. The event of the Incarnation becomes the cen-
tre of reflection on the divine heart and the human heart.
We areinvited to renew ourselves by returning to the heart
and rediscoveringall that has been lost in the flow of time.

Day lll. School of the Heart. On the third day, we ob-
serve the actions and words of divine Love as an ex-
pression of Jesus’ Love. We are invited to learn from
Jesus’ human and divine gestures and actions, so that
we may become more open and generous like the
Heart of Jesus, embodying a spirit of kenosis. We unite
our attitudes, joys, and sorrows from our lives of devo-
tion and mission with the Heart of Jesus.
Gestures of love are God’s active love, God’s love that
Love manifests in concrete actions that are both human
and divine, with Love incarnate in the man Jesus—so clo-
se, touchable, tangible, and palpable. Through words and
touch, Jesus expresses God’s love that is so near. God is
full of mercy and tenderness. The Sacred Heart of Jesusiis
the synthesis of the entire Gospel, revealed through how
He acts and what He says. This is evident in the power of
touch, the gaze of recognition, and the inclusive embrace.
Every time Jesus uses touch in tangible actions towards
people seeking healing and freedom, He also offers an
unconditional and affirming gaze—dignifying, inviting
change, and calling people. The Heart of Jesus welco-
mes everyone and embraces all with unconditional love.
The challenge is how we translate the gestures of God’s
Heart into our daily lives with
1. Liturgical touch: when we bless, lay hands, give abso-
lution, we are the hands of God.
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2. Pastoral gaze: learning to encounter those entrusted
to us, going beyond administrative tasks and routine
greetings, caring for them.

3. Ministry of closeness: go to the margins and touch tho-
se who are poor, weak, and powerless.

We are also invited to use the language of the heart by:

- Preaching with empathy: how we preach, give advice,

and speak in our daily lives

-Becoming trusted friends, by building inner silence and

intimacy with Jesus

- Encouraging and strengthening: recognizing the good-

ness and potential of others.

Living from a pierced heart with:

- A spirit of sacrifice and self-emptying

- Practising active love

- Being a source of life

Day IV. Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus: a pro-
found expression of the Church’s identity and mis-
sion. We are invited to draw from the missionary spirit
of the Heart of Jesus by being ready to be sent as the
Heart of Jesus in the world, expressed through perso-
nal commitment.

Devotion to the Sacred Heart is very relevant because it
reveals the core of Christian identity, which is to live and
love from the Heart of Christ.

Additionally, we are called to make reparation with a re-
newed purpose: to build a civilization of love alongside
Christ that confronts the structures of sin, heals relations-
hips, and restores bonds of brotherhood. We offer oursel-
ves to His merciful Love and become a mission by proc-
laiming God’s Love to the world.
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We are also encouraged to renew our lives and ministry
by deepening our prayer intimacy with Him, entering the
sacred space within ourselves to unite with the heartbeat
of God’s Heart, and to discover our calling and the fire of
our mission.

Day V. Compassio Mission. Beginning with a profound
experience of God’s love found in the Heart of Jesus,
we come to believe that God is Love. This belief mo-
tivates us to proclaim God’s love to the world so that
others may come to know it. Our lives serve as a con-
tinuous witness to God’s love as we share that love
among our brothers and sisters.

We are called to carry out the Compassio Mission for the
world, to pray and to motivate ourselves to face the cha-
llenges confronting humanity and the Church’s mission,
allowing ourselves to be drawn into a culture of encoun-
ter, because we are always united with the Heart of Jes-
us and strive to make our hearts like His Heart as Missio-
naries of the Sacred Heart.

We are invited to see with new eyes, namely the eyes of
Jesus, with a heart full of love and tenderness, without
being swept away by the atmosphere, which comes from
the joyful event of the Resurrection.

The Compassio Mission embodies God’s essence and His
complete surrender, demonstrated through giving up His
only Son in unity with the Holy Spirit.

During this retreat, we are encouraged to engage in per-
sonal reflection and communal discernment, as well as to
share in groups. We also have the chance for personal re-
newal and reconciliation or repentance, restoring our per-
sonal commitment. Dwi Rahadi (Indonesian Province)

Building a Wise and Happy Community

17 MSC Confreres Enter into Silence in Taroanggro, Kapencar — East Wonosobo

Atotal of 17 confreres from the MSC (Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus) Provincialate and Mother House
Community in Jakarta attended an intensive annual re-
treat from 10 to 15 November 2025, at the MSC Spiritua-
lity Centre, Taroanggro, East Wonosobo, Central Java.

With the theme, “Building a Wise and Happy Community,”
the retreat was an important time for reflecting on the call
to community life and mission, away from the busy city.

Leaving Early, Arriving at Dusk. The group, consis-
ting of 12 confreres from the Provincialate and Mother
House, departed from Jakarta on 9 November 2025 at
07:00, including 2 confreres from the Purworejo Prayer
House for the Elderly and 3 confreres from the Karan-
ganyar Novitiate, and arrived at the location managed
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by Br. Kamto, Fr. Stef Sumpana, and Mgr. Nico Adisepu-
tra that afternoon.

The retreat was specifically accompanied by Br. Petrus
Anjar Trihartono FIC, Director of the Roncalli Retreat Hou-
se, Salatiga.

Absolute Silence as the Key to Reflection. On the first
day, Monday (10/11), activities began with an Opening
Mass led by the Community Leader, Fr. Yohanes Ema-
nuel K. Toby MSC. In his introduction, Fr. Toby invited
the participants to use this opportunity for gratitude,
contemplation, and reflection on their mission work as
one community.

Quoting the Holy Scripture reading, Fr. Elton highligh-
ted two key aspects of gaining wisdom: first, dedicating
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time for personal, quiet reflection, and second, deepe-
ning one’s knowledge of Christ.

“In Our Congregation, there are no newcomers or stran-
gers,” this quote from the Founder became the initial re-
ference point for the participants, as conveyed in the re-
treat introduction session. The participants were then
invited to see, listen, and do the will of Jesus as the foun-
dation of community life.

Throughout the retreat, the participants agreed to prac-
tice silentium magnum (total silence), a state endorsed
by Br. Anjar in the first session as a time to ‘relax, reflect,
refresh, recharge, and be reborn’—briefly withdrawing to
draw closer to God and to one another.

Greeting the Sun at the Foot of Sumbing-Sindoro.
Amid the intensity of the retreat’s contemplation ses-
sions, the retreat committee introduced a special activity
called “Laudato Si Walk.” This activity was included on
the agenda for the second and third days of the retreat
at the MSC Spirituality Center, Kapencar, East Wonosobo.
Taking inspiration from Pope Francis’ encyclical on ca-
ring for our common home, the participants began their
activities at 05:00 AM.

The “Laudato Si’ Walk” is a combination of exercise, heal-
thy walking, and contemplation. Participants walked
around the Kapencar area, breathing in the fresh mor-
ning air while gazing at the beautiful valley nestled be-
tween Mount Sumbing and Mount Sindoro.

This activity was not only about physical health but also
a spiritual reflection on nature as a gift from God.

Fraternal Visit in Kapencar. On the third day of the
retreat, the “Laudato Si” Walk” activity was expan-
ded with a warm fraternal visit. While exercising in the
morning, the confreres had the opportunity to visit
their colleagues who are serving at St. Fillipus Parish,
Kapencar, namely Fr. Leo Sugiono and Fr. Paul Ngaln-
gola.

In addition to visiting fellow confreres, the group also
paid a fraternal visit to the PBHK Sisters working in the
area. This visit reaffirmed the spirit of communio (unity)
and support among members of the congregation and
other religious orders in the mission field.
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This special activity effectively combined the need for
physical fitness, appreciation for creation, and the buil-
ding of fraternal bonds within the calm and reflective se-
tting of the retreat.

Thoroughly Examining the Foundation of Commu-
nity. On the second and third days, the retreat activi-
ties centred on the qualities of an ideal Christian com-
munity. Br. Anjar encouraged participants to reflect on
the core principles of community: mutual giving and
receiving in love, and the importance of trust.

The core of the reflection emphasised values that must
be struggled for: caring, sharing, bearing (carrying bur-
dens together), submitting (surrendering), and serving,
all modelled after the person of Jesus.

The peak of interpersonal contemplation occurred during
the group sharing sessions. Participants used the method
of three rounds of spiritual conversation to discover com-
munal wisdom—shared wisdom—that strengthened and
comforted one another.

Confronting Imperfection. Entering the fourth day, Thur-
sday (13/11), the retreat’s focus shifted to the reality of hu-
man fallibility. The religious community was acknowled-
ged as “a group of pilgrims” who are still imperfect.

Br. Anjar clearly reminded participants of the 15 ailments
identified by Pope Francis that can harm communities,
such as arrogance, gossip, and existential schizophrenia.
Recognising these weaknesses provided an opportunity
for all attendees to participate in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation (Confession), followed by an Evening of Contem-
plation and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

New Commitment and Ongoing Mission. Friday (14/11)
was the Sending Forth session, inviting participants to ca-
rry spiritual provisions to continue their journey of buil-
ding a wise and happy community life.
“Theinvitation to remainin Jesus as the Vine is the stren-
gth in community life,” was the essence of the sending
message.
The retreat ended with a Closing Mass led by Fr. Ignatius
Wong Sani Saliwardaya MSC. In his homily, Fr. Sani en-
couraged the community to discard the old ways of life
and to develop a sincere commitment to embody the re-
lationship between consecratio (consecrated life), com-
munio (community), and missio (mission).
After the retreat, the confreres took the time for a com-
munal recreation trip to Moby Paralayang Wonosobo
and enjoyed the natural beauty of Dieng. The journey
home also included a brief visit to the MSC confreres at
St. Paul’s Parish Wonosobo and attending the Funeral
Mass of the mother of Fr. Sigit Rianto MSC in Purwoker-
to, before finally arriving back in Jakarta on Sunday
(16/11) evening.

Sisko Alexander, MSC (Indonesian Province)
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PROFESSIONS AND ORDINATIONS (October-December 2025)

PERPETUAL VOWS

Name Entity Date
Gianluca Pitzolu Spain 17.10.2025
Mateus Henrique Costa Da Silva Curitiba (Brazil) 22-10-2025
Yordy Henrique Costa Da Silva Ireland 22-10-2025
DIACONATE ORDINATION

Name Entity Date
Gianluca Pitzolu Spain 18.10.2025

PRIESTHOOD ORDINATION

Name Entity Date
Thanh Van LE, Vu Thanh Nguyen Australia 14.10.2025

NECROLOGIUM (Deceased members from October-December 2025)

Name Province Date

Johanes Risse North Germany 19.09.2025
JesUs Lada Tufidn Spain 02.10.2025
Michael Francis Reis Australia 24.10.2025
Johannes Joaquim Maria van Leeuwen Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 15.11.2025
John Willio Papua New Guinea 20.11.2025
Thomas Burns USA 23.11.2025
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Missionaries of the Sacred Heart
Via Asmara 11,00199, Roma, Italy.
communications@msc-chevalier.org
a English Correction: John Walker, MSC
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Missionaries of
the Sacred Heart

%Mf% May the Joy of

NN/ $ Christmas inspire us

to carry God’s love

M to every heart we
W serve, today and in

WW the coming year.
2026 Christmas and New Year greetings

from General Administration
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